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Only the rarest of interior designers develops 
the kind of signature style that seems to come so 
naturally to Vancouver’s Patricia Gray. It’s a style 
which, over a three-decade career, has won her 
accolades, awards, and features in prestigious 
magazines like Architectural Digest. Nowhere is 
Gray’s signature style showcased more naturally 
than in her eight-story Alberni Street live/work 
townhome. Here, the vibe is cosmopolitan but 
there’s no clinical showroom sensibility — this 
space is designed for living beautifully.

Gray is one of those creatives whose design 
sensibilities seem to have evolved seamlessly  
from traditional to contemporary, never bowing  
to trendiness but always seeming au courant.  
Gray doesn’t do trends; she sets trends. She even 
creates fine art for her clients and produces 
custom furniture through her own millwork 
company, upholstery workroom, and drapery 
workroom. As the daughter of a couture 
seamstress, is it any wonder Gray describes her 
approach to interior design as couture? And yes, 
if these rooms could walk, they would be on the 
world’s most fashionable runways.

INTERIOR 
COUTURE
YAM’s one-on-one with Canada’s 
A-list designer Patricia Gray

If Canada has a celebrity among interior 

designers, it is Patricia Gray, the designer 

of choice for stars like John Travolta 

— and the woman whose approach to 

design can best be described as couture. 

< A traditional custom leatherette bench with mohair pillows 
is juxtaposed with a Eero Saarinen-inspired Tulip table and 
a Bocci 27-light chandelier that extends two levels, tying 
together the dining room with the breakfast nook.

By Ivan Meade   |   Photos by Joshua Lawrence
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Gray designed her own sofa and ottoman for this 
comfy yet stylish living room. She cleverly adds 
pops of vibrant spring colours with yellow tulips 
and one of her own paintings. On the ottoman is 
Gray’s Northwest Design Award for 1st Place in 
the Best of Contemporary Design category.
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< In her eight-story townhome, planks 
of sumptuous wenge wood, one of the 
world’s few naturally dark woods, create a 
rich sense of unity throughout. Plexiglass 
staircase railings add an airy, open feel, 
and Gray customized an IKEA bookcase to 
stylishly take full advantage of the ample 
ceiling height. The townhome is painted 
throughout with Benjamin Moore’s White 
Cloud OC-130, the designer’s favourite. 
From this neutral foundation colour, it is 
easy to layer in materials and textures.

You are celebrating 30 years in 
business as one of the top designers 
in Canada. How has your aesthetic 
evolved over the years?

I am much more concerned about 
editing and making sure all the details 
are correct. Design is much more 
than filling a space with ‘stuff.’ We 
are living in a time when everything 
is so disposable. I put a great deal of 
attention into designing things that 
will stand the test of time.

I ask myself all the time: “what will 
this look like in 20 years, will it still 
be current, will it stand up to use, 
does it work, is it beautiful?” I believe 
our surroundings affect our world 
and everything we do. We may not be 
conscious of this on a deep level, but 
life is better when we are happy in 
our homes.

You have created a very memorable, 
elegant signature style. How do you 
make every space unique for the 
homeowner, and at the same time 
achieve your imprint as a designer?

I feel I have a responsibility as 
a designer to create something 
special for each client. Everyone 
who comes to me has a dream. My 
job is to make that dream a reality. I 
give a great deal of thought to how 
my clients will live in their homes, 
what is their lifestyle, what are their 
particular requirements in order 
that the finished interiors reflect 
their personalities. As well as my 
clients having a unique personality, 
every space has a unique personality. 
Sometimes I sit in the space and let it 
speak to me and try to figure out what 
it wants to be. If attention to detail 
and consideration are put into the 
interior design process up-front, the 
results will be long lasting. 
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Macassar ebony wood provides 
a dramatic contrast to the 
white Corian countertops and 
cabinets with their clean-lined 
Lucite handles. Tempered glass 
behind the stovetop acts as 
a backsplash without hiding 
the rich beauty of one of the 
world’s most expensive woods. 
Above the stove, a stainless 
steel floating shelf backed by a 
mirror is a stylish showcase for 
glassware.

and refraction of light through water. 
I spent time over Christmas in Palm 
Desert and would go out into the desert 
at sunset with my water colours to 
capture the changing light. Those are 
the moments that totally recharge and 
inspire me.

You started creating fine art over five 
years ago with tremendous success.  
I believe you are using your art to 
complement your interiors and complete 
your vision as a designer.  How has the 
process been for you and how have clients 
responded? 

My art is a very personal experience. I 
paint for myself and it is a bonus that my 
clients respond to it and want my pieces 
hanging in their homes.

My inspiration for my art comes from 
my love of colour, texture, line and 
balance — which sounds cliché in print 
but somehow takes on a life of its own in 
the translation onto the canvas.

What is your guiltiest pleasure?

Yum, that’s easy. A good bottle of wine 
and dark chocolate.  ::

Your REALTOR®

On your home team
Buying or selling a home is a major life decision. That’s why you 
want a REALTOR® on your team to guide you through the hundreds  
of details and decisions involved. 

Members of the Victoria Real Estate Board are licensed REALTORS®.
They are committed to a Code of Ethics and extensive, ongoing 
education to ensure they are knowledgeable about every aspect of 
home buying and selling. Plus, only REALTORS® have access to the 
Multiple Listing Service®, an important tool in buying or selling a home.

VICTORIA REAL ESTATE BOARD         www.vreb.org

When you’re ready to make a move, choose a REALTOR®
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