DESIGN QUESTIONS ANSWERED GO PLAY INSIDE FESTIVE ENTRANCES
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DESIGN

By Podricia Gray
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Interior designers are repeatedly asked the same questions by homeowners,
and even though my own work has gamered awards, been featured in Architectural
Digest and Includes designs for distinguished clients lke John Travolta, I still feel
that the basics need to be well explained. Here, | offer answers.

i. When completing home renovations,
hiow do I allocats the bodgeted money
o nee it most effectively?

Ask yoursell why you're renovating: is il 1o
increane resale vahoe becawse you plan 1o sell your
horme in the next eoaple of years, or to make it
e livable for yourself because you plan to sty
for many years? Il you're reselling soon, rems-
vallons don’t noed o be as customized and per-
sonalized. This wranslates into focusing on lewet
details ond not choosing the highest quality that
you can afford For those details thas arent msjor
selling Exciors, Kitchens and bathrooms —specifi-
cally master enswite hathroom and povder romm
= sell a home, so allocate the most budget for
thise ancas,

The quality of the home is cstablished by
the kitchen; if you don't spend om wop-quality
adidlitions when renovating it or don’t updae it
at all, ir's like accessovizing an expensive dress
with sneakers — the home loses its impact. The
kitchen dramatically affects other areas. For
example, a client decided that their Bumily and
dining reom furniture needed wpdating, but
hadn't considered the kitchen that was separaged
bry a wall from these adjoining rocams. By remon-
trg the wall and adding an island 1o open the
space, they now spend all of their time there, not
initially realizing tha the space - a5 much as the
Tarniture - required attention. Consider that mesl
preparation and esting are pwo prime dmes that
bussy famnilies spend 1ogether. Properly designed
kitchen-dining spaces aloo create the atmosphere
fior gacsts 1o congregate.

Z. What other ltems should I consider
spending more on?

Buy Neoring once and buy good quality. Choose
hard surface finishes — wood or porcelain rile

= g theen Ly an anea carpet ooer lop. You mury be
rehuctant o make the initial imestment in herd-
wood, bui it actually saves both money and the
emvironmenl. It s b better for resale, a priovity
for moat buyers. You'll have 1o replace carpet in
tralfic areas every five to 10 years, which creaves
environmental and financkl waste. Place wall-
to-wall curpet only in low-tralfic ares, such as
bedraoms and secondary hallways, Use naoral
wod = it looks richer, s durability offers many
mire years of wear and it is more eco-lriendly
than symthetics, and prices have decreased due
by chesmand,

3, Howw i [ Inchade the latest trands, oy
own personality, and classic investimeni
pieces and not end up with a chaotic
siyla?

Incorporate the latest trends and colours in acces-
sorhes that can be periodically changed, such
cuhions, vases, lowers, artwork of a throw ona
soka, Invest ini the best quality you can afford for
foundation pieces Including the sola and dining
table. These can incorporabe Your owT: personal-
ity and don't lave 1o be traditional, but invest-
ment pheces do require a newiral colour and a
styhe that you can live with for 20 years. 0% impor-
Lt 4o elsoose these large pieces cotrectly, which
may require professional assistance. | have often
had s work around an unsuitable, recently pur-
chased solla, which allects the entine room’s design
hecamer it scis the tone for everything cise.

4. Everyone iz knocking down walls to
make great rooms. Will open spaces ba
stylish in 10 years?

As our lives become busier, [ feel than eating
together = our primary social outlet and family
tiene = will become more important. Most homes
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Can modern be mixed with traditional? Where should the bulk of your reno budget be spent?
Interior designer Patricia Gray reveals the answers Lo common queries

can accommodate a grest ropm, and if yoo experi-
e lsues with notee or cosiness afterwards, then
it hagn't been designed correcily. Many people
who include & great room also have a separate
ares for guict limes. For example, lor 2 recent
renovatbon to an 80-year-old Tudor-siple home,
thic bk hall of the lonse was redesigned with an
open-plan kitchen, caaml eating anca and Lansily
room. The front of the howse remained madisional
with a separate dining room on one siile ol the
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entrance and living room on the ather. Acoustical
i privacy sues can be addressed separanely,
b first your needs must be identified. Everyone
nieedi their own personal retrear: a den, hobby

oo or designated space in the moster suite can
sccommodaie this.

5. Should architectural design bnfluencs
the chalce of furnishings? For example,
iz it DK to choose very contemparary fur-
nitura and colours within a traditional
B

Gremerally, clients have already decided on elther
B conlemporary approach or a traditlonal one
belore buying or renovating a home., | have com-
pheted homes with very modern architeciure tha
the client wanied filled with anriques and tradi-
tional furnishings, and the justaposition of con-
temponary with traditional works besutifully. A
wﬁhmbhmh-
pirces works well inamy home becisie the richly
dasigned raditional pieces add warmih to mod-
emn minimalist ones, and modemn pleces update
and add charscter to classle ones.

8. 11 I choose a culturally strong thetms
for one reom (for example, Japanass of
Maorasssan), inchading wall calodr ansd fur
niture, doas it look disjointed if T den't
continue it elsewhene in the home?
Rooms should Dow within a home, That said,
you can inject different themes through wall
colour and secessorkes incheding ar, collectibles,
antieyises and toss cushions. Many cBents have col-
lected pleces while travelling that we Incorporate
judiciously throughout the home, Paint colour
can be used 10 complement a room's theme and
then earrhed through wo other rooms or be com-
plemented by similarly colouned sccessorics. 8

Poiricia Groy has besn on infericr desiorer for 28
e, working with chenis in ULS., Canoda, Jopan,
Sngapara and Afico. She hos recently hurthered
her stuclies ot the Foculty of Archireciuns, Univarsity
of Famara, haly, Patricia Gray inc., 6044816523,
wiw, pairickagraying. com.
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