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THE INTERMNATIOMNAL MAGATIME OF DESIGHN
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o Qiieyteic the Box
i8] Vancouver

A Designer Helps a Young Client Define Himself
= ; and His Surroundings in British Columbia
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£ Every single square inch of space had to be accaunted for,” Pacricia Gray
i SIy8 ol the vmall Vancowser, Brivish Colurrbia, apartment ihi desipnied
# for Kevin Louie. LEFT: Stunning views drawy visitors pait the kitchan and ingo
i the living area. Michael Taplor sofa fabric. TOF AnD ABCVE: Lising rch
1

materials., inchiding rilE-eut white oak, Gray transformed the lving area
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5 I'1r beack as ~J1|_' ean
remember, Pamricia

Lrray wis surrounil -

ed by beautiful fab-

rics, coslors and textures. Her
mother warked as a couture
seamstress in Vancouver, Brit-
ish Columbia, where the de-
'\ii_"l!u.'il':;' ¥ U *1 was alway
F'i |rr:||1:._'in!_r the |'|r.|_|'-|.-;_' andl
helping her = she recalls,
Eo Do Vsl

W 1‘|!|"'~' Ill.llll-l.'.. I"d CrETE

& amid draw i all our—rthe
floor plan, how the wandows
were, how the light came in”
ns i desigm

[ UTrETY -‘11" chiteCTur A | EI

BELOWY: “Because of Kevin's lifestyle, a formal dining room wasn't
riedquired,” Gray gxplasns. [nstead, an area that the dubbed the
“fiex space™ can ba used for dining or for extra seating. The pan-

eling around che Moating fireplace conceals addmional storage,

anid -:|I.'F.II|II1:LI learmed, {F;r;;:.-
graduated from college with
il l.||."|{l'|:|: in ke ror 1‘|:"-:!|:.,'I'|
aml Ilj"l.'11l:|i |'Ir_'r own firm in
Vancouver, Soon after, she
traveled to Paris fior o summer
o study decorative ars and ar-
chitectural history a1 Parsons
Bchoo] of Desizn, “1 camne back
o Vanoouver and in srpreted
what I'd learned th

rich :5-_'1';]i.|i:|'|.|:: and erafsman-
'1|I'r|| and the inteerity of the
grchitectural enve

:i!- IJMJJ]I:'. “'|'|'11 I .||-|F.! il f-|r'.|:_
[f the paCE ne ri.[|.|;|1r.,:|an:]'.in!_!|
works. Then,” che adds wirh a

00T

LEFT Ak AROVT. Gy installed the cooktop in the land—which,
ke the countert, i three inches higher than usual to acoommos-
dato Lows's hnrhl; rathar than against o wall, Mow, she notes,
thie haod abave “anchary the kitchen,” Cassariione isand top

Luilb-T e r-'d'n;;n'.trm' Sirlk, Knhler, Telephone, Bang & Olufen
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AR AMD TOF: The bedroosn and sojacent e
ipaie can be separated via a pocket door, the iRk

alwhich is recessed seambestly intd the cailing
snd the feor, & 2005 htnn:l:ebrf_ﬂllﬂ sk 15 an
the bedude rable Telephone from Bang & Odufsen,
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lawgh, “it% juse Auff and puff.”

Cretting the architectural
envelope rght in oo recent Van-
COUVET PITRECT required all the
designers ingenuaty—and her
sttervtaon i the minutest detail.
An aparument in the histonc
Crastown disericy, it had been
comwverted from two tny units
inta one, and even then the
few space mesiured just 1,375
SIS fut;l!. Buir I"l.."il-ljlf']'ll Rﬁ‘.lﬂ
Loute knew it was for him ax
snon 3% he aw i =Yoo open
the door and kook straight oot
o a view of thie harbor and the
mcaintains, Yo' re Hving in the
aity, vt vou see seajilanes lad-
(1 ferries and cruise :‘pl'liph."
A co-owner of Uppercut Ap-
parel Products, a menswear
company, the Vancouver native

saw the need for removation,
bt the prospect of l.|l.lll11l.: it
alone was davnting. =1 wanted
it 1o b aboise my life and not
fall into a coolte-cutter style,”
he sy, =1 wanted 1o do some-
thing different.”

He foaanad i;r.l:r I|!|r::ll|'!."|l a
Heandom” search on the linter-
net. " The thing thar apract-
el mie o Pamricka os a designer
1% gt shie baad srodied ﬁ.'ng shui,
I'm Canodian Chinese, and
my grandparents had ralked
about feng shui. [ fele Patracia
contled grasde mic tn maamirng
thic space.”

For CGiray, to say that the
APATLIEIL a5 it had beeen re-
configured didn't work B some-
thing of an understatement,
'H-.L[I" sk sy, Sihere wes that

i
| wanted it tc

View, ‘,';n | sfa r|i,'|| |||-c:|l:|ng at it
as 2 wonderful shell. My only
griven was the ceiling-to-floor

|1|::iLr'|'|I r“l,."‘-.l:l."iw’.'l.ii:ll'l.-
Managing an eight-foot
height restriction in any resi-
dence is an engineering chal-
lenge, bt here, with a clicn
who is six feet seven inches
tall, every millimeter coattecl,
“We did a bot of things that had
never een done |u:|'r|r|:,_'f:m!.'
explains, Their first contractor
ol them I:Eh:_l,'utmidn'll:u able
o scoommedate the recessed
ot |ighr5| |‘||||:1'“1:|r|.',\|:|ri:||l:|r.'r
lities and soundproofing (in
his free gme, Loowe Hles oo
1) without a dropped ceil-
ingr =1 wais detenmined o keep
a seamless ceiling and focus
the eye towanl the view,” says
Ciray. The secomd comtractor,
with whom she'd worked pre-
1.'i1:|r.|.'1|.:,. h1.'||r|.1| her chars mew
rermimry—maoving the sprin-
klcr, venting and mechanical
systems to the party walls, us
ing Hrrllndprunr1||.‘:.".'|'=!E and
installing two-and-a-half-inch
recessed pot lights, *1 was fix-
aved on psing trimless pot
ligrhes,” Garay remembers. “Irs
a drywaller’s mghtmare: They
have o et the holes gut and
finish them perfectly.” She was
mtrered o purge 223

I et = A letae e tHar s iles Bt
:.1“ 0 a COoKIe-Ccutler styie, Loule Sy

AFTER

1o Yl lepe an apan Noar plam but alipwd for the
zoning of spates,” wiys the designer. LEFT AMND ABOVE
A vanity “loats™ in cha cenor of the master bath,
deseribod by Gray a0 "s epa extension of the bed-
roorm.” The pasiting & by David Edwards
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